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That they ſhould ſeek the Lord, if baply they might feel 
after him, and find him : though he be not far from 
every one of us ; for in him we Live, and Move, and 

| have our Being. . 

"Tr N my former Diſcourſes, to which I muſt 
refer you, I have endeavour'd to prove, that 
Human Race was neicher (1) from Everla- 
ſting without beginning z nor (2) owes its 

beginning to the Influence of Heavenly Bodies ; 
nor (3) to what they call Nature, or to the ne- 
ceſlary and mechanical Motions of dead ſenſleſs 

Matter. I proceed now to examin the fourth and 
laſt Plea of the Enemies to Religion and their own 
Souls, That Mankind came accidentally into the 
World, and hath its Life and Motion and Being 
by mere Chance and Fortune. | 

We need not much. wonder, that this laſt Opi- 
nion ſhould obtain almoſt univerſally among the 

Atheiſts of theſe times. For whereas the Other do 
require. ſome {mall ſtock of Philoſophy to under- 
ſtand or maintain ' thenr: This Account is ſo ea- 
fie and compendious, that it needs none at all 
and.conſequently_is the more proper and agreeable 
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to the great Induſtry and Capacity, of the moſt nu- 
merous Party of them. For what more eakie to 
fay, than that all the Bodies of the firſt Animals 
and Plants were ſhuffled into their ſeveral Forms 


and Structures fortuitouſly, that is, thefe Atheiſts 


know not how, nor will trouble themſelves to en- 
deavour to know?For that is the meaning of Chance ;. 
and yet this is all, that they ſay, or can ſay to the 
great Matter in queſtion. And indeed this little is. 
enough in all reaſon; and'could they impoſe on the 
reſt of Mankind, as eaſily as delude themfelves with 
a notion, That Chance can effet a thing, it 
would be the moſt expedite and effetual means: 
to make their Cauſe victorious over Vertue and' 
Religion. For if you: once do allow them ſuch 
an-acceptation of Chance, you have precluded your 
ſelf (they think) from any more reaſoning and obje- 
Qing againſt them. The Mechanical Acheift; chough 
you grant him his Laws of Mechaniſm, is never-_ 
theleſs inextricably puzzled and baffled with the firſts 
Formation of Animals : for he muſt undertake to 
determin all the various Motions and Figures and' 
Poſitions and Combinations of 'its Atoms; and to- 
demonitrate, that ſuch a quantiry of Motion im- 
preſled upon Particles ſo ſhaped*and fituated, will 
neceflarily range and diſpoſe them into the Form 
and Frame of an Organical- Body :- an attempt as 

| | difh- 
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difficule and unpromiſing of ſuccels, | as if, he him. 
felf ſhould make the Eflay, to produce ſome new 
Kinds of Animals out of ſuch ſenfleſs Materials, or 
to rebuild the moving and living Fabrick out of its 
duſt in the grave. Burt the Atheiſt, that we are 
now to deal with, if you do- but concede to-him- 
thac Fortune may be an Agent ; doth preſume him- 
ſelf ſafe and unvulnerable, ſecure above the reach 
of any further. diſputes. For if you proceed to ask 
queſtions, and bid him aflign the proper Caules and 
determinate Manner of that fortuirous Formation : 
you thereby deny him what you granted before, 
and take away the very Hypotheſis and the Nature- 
of Chance ; which ſuppoſeth that no certain Cauſe 
or Manner. of-it can poſſibly-be afligned. And as. 
the ſtupidity of: ſome Libertines, that demand a 
ſight of a Spirit or Human. Soul to convince them. 
of its Exiſtence, hath been frequently and deſerved- 

ly expoſed; becauſe whatſoever may be the object 
of our Sight, muſt not be a Soul or Spirit, but an 
opake Rody : fo this Atheiſt would tax us of the. 
like Nonſenſe and. Conrradi&ion ;  if-after he hath 

named to us Fortune or. Chance, we ſhould expect. 
from him-any particular and diſtin& account of the 

Origin. of Mankind. Becaule it. is the. very El- 

ſence and Notion of his Chance, to be wholly un- 

accountable : and if. an account could be given of 
ts: 


_” 


A Confutation of Atheiſm 
it; it would then no longer be Chance, but Me- 
chaniſm, or a neceflary produttion of certain Ef- 
feats from certain Cauſes according to the Univer- 
fal Laws of Motion. Thus we are to know, that 
if once we admit of Fortune .in the Formation of 
Mankind ; there is no further Enquiry to be made, 
no more Difficulties to be ſolved, and no Account 
to be demanded. And who then can admire, if the 
inviting cafineſs and compendiouſneſs of this Aﬀer-. 
tion ſhould ſo dazzle the Eyes of our Atheiſt, that 
he over-looks thoſe grols Abfurdities, thar are fo 
confpicuous in it ? 

(1) For firſt, if this Atheiſt would have his 
Chance or Fortune to be a real and ſubſtantial A: 
gent; as the Vulgar ſeem to have commonly ap. 
prehended, ſome making it a Divinity, others they 
do not conceive what: he is doably-more ſtupid 
and more ſupinely ignorant than thoſe Vulgar ; in 
that he aſſumes ſuch a notion of Fortune, as befides 
its being erroneous, is inconſiſtent with his Atheiſm. 
For ſeeing that according to the Atheiſts, the whole 
Univerſe is Corpus & Inane, Body and nothmg ele : 
this Chance, if it do really and phyfically effect any 
thing, muſt it ſelf be Body alſo. And what anu- 
merous train of Abſurdities do attend ſuch an af- 
ſertion? too viſible and obvious to deſerve to be 
here inſiſted on. For indeed it is' no leſs than flac 


COnN- 
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contradiction to it ſelf. For if this Chance be ſup. 
poſed to bea Body; it muſt then be a part of the. 
common Maſs of Matter : and conſequently be 
fabje& to the univerſal and neceflary Laws of Mo- 
tion: and therefore ic cannot be Chance, but true 
Mechaniſm and Nature. 

(2) Bur ſecondly, if he forbear to call Chance- 
a real Agent, and is content to- have it only a Re. 
ſult or Event : ſeeing that all Matter or ſome porx- 
tion of it may be naturally exempt from theſe ſup- 
poſed Mechanical Laws, and be endowed with a 
power of ſpontaneous or fortuitons Motion-; ' which 
power, when'i is exerted, muſt prodnice an Effet 
properly Caſual, and-therefore might conſtitute the. 
firſt Animate Bodies accidentally, againſt the ſup- 
poſed natural tendency of the Particles of thoſe Bo- 
dies : even this ſecond Aflertions contrary to-com- 
mon Senſe as'well as common' Obſervation. For 
how'can he conceive, that any parcel of dead Mac- 
rer can ſpontaneouſly” divert/and deeline it ſelf from 
the linc' of its Motion without' a new impulſe from:- 
external Bodies ? If it canintrinfecally ſhrr 1 (elf, and 
eicher commence its Motion or alter irs:Comurſe; -it 
muſt have principte'of ſelfiaQtivity, which is Life. 


and Senſe!” Bur Senſe T have proved formierly to'be 5m. 2. 


nicompatible with mere Bodies, eyen thoſe of the 
moſt compound and- elaborate textares; much 
more. 
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more with 11 ingle Atoms or ſolid Particles = hs 


ter, that having no inteſtine Motion of Parts are 


deſtirure of the firſt foundation and capacity of- Life. 
And moreover, though theſe Particles ſhould: be 
ſuppoſed to have this internal Principle of Senſe, it 
would {till be repugnant to the Notion of Chance : 
becauſe their Motions would not -then be Caſual, 
bur Voluntary ; not by Chance, but Choice and 
Deſign, And Again, we appeal to Obſervation, 


| whether any Bodies have ſuch a power of Sama. 


tous Motion : we ſhould; ſurely have experiment 
of it in the Effeas of Nature and Art: No Body 
would retain the ſame conſtant and uniform Weight 
according to its Bulk and Subſtance ; but would 
vary perpetually, as that ſpontaneous power of 


| Motion ſhould determin its preſent tendency. ' All 


the various Machins and Utenſils would now. and 
then play odd Pranks and Capricio's quite contrary 
to their proper Structures and Deſigns of the Arti- 
ficers. Whereas on the contrary all Bodics arc,ob- 

ſerved. to have, always a certain and determinate 
Motion according co the degress of their External 
Impulſe, and their -inward Principle of Gravitation, 
and the Reliſtence of the Bodies they-occurr; with: 

which therefore is withoutError exactly foreſeen and 
computed by ſagacious Artiſts.., And if ;ever dead 


Martter ſhould deviate from this Motion ; : it could 
not 
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— 


not proceed from ir-ſelf, but a; Supernatural Agent; 
and ought not-to-be called aChatice, but a Miracle. 
For,Chance'is but a mere name, - and really No- 
thing in. it ſelf: ' a Conception of our own Minds, 
and only a Compendious way of ſpeaking, where- 
by. we would expreſs, That ſuch Effects, as are 
commonly attributed to Chance, were verily pro- 
duced by. their true | and proper Cauſes, but with- 
out their deſigning to produce them. And in any 
Event called Caſual, if you take away the real and 
phyſical Cauſes, there remains nothing, but a ſim- 
ple Negation of the Agents intending ſuch an E- 
vent: which Negation being no real Entity, but 
a Conception only; of Man's Intelle&t wholly ex- 


trinſecal to the Action, ; can have/no title.to a ſhare 


in the production. 'As in. that famous Example 


( which Plutarch ſays, is' the only one, where For- Plutrch. 
tune is related to have done a thing artificially ) of ;,-- 


2 Painter,that having finiſhed'the PiEtute of a Horle, 
excepting the looſe Froth about his Mouth and his 


Bridle; and after many unſucceſsfull Eflays deſpair- 


ing to do that to his ſatisfation, - in a great-rage 


threw his 'Spunge at it, -all beſmear'd, as it was; 
with the Colours ; -which- fortunately hitting up- 


on the. right. place, by one bold ſtroke of Chance 


moſt exaQtly ſupplied the want of Skill in the Artiſt: 
even here it is manifeſt, that conſidering the Quan-, 
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cepration ſuppoſerh. the Ignorance of ſomething, . 


Tity and Determination of 'the Motion, that was 


impreſſed by. the: Painter's hand ' upon the Spunge, 
compounded with the ſpecifick Gravity of , the. 
Spunge, and the reſiftence of the Air ; the Spunge- 


| did mechanically and unavoidably move in that 


particular line of Motion, and ſo neceſlarily hit up- 
on that part” of the Picture; andall the paint, that 
it left thete, was as certainly placed by true natural 
Cauſes, as anyone ſtroke of the Pencil in the whole 
Piece. So that this ſtrange effe& of the Spunge 
was fortuitous only with reſpe&to the Painter, ſce- 
ing he did not defign nor'foreſee fuch an effect; 
but in it ſelf and as to. its real'Caufes it was neceffa- 
ry and natural. In a word, the true notion of 
Fortune (i 6): denoteth no more, thanthe Tg- 
norance of. fuch. an Event in ſonie knowing Agent 
concerned about it. So that it owes: its very Be- 
ing to Human. Underſtanding, and withour rela. 
tion to that is- really Nothing. How abfurd then. 
and ridiculous is the Atheiſt, that would make this 
Fortune the: Cauſe of the Formation of- Mankind ; 
whereas manifeſtly there could be no ſuch Fhing- 
or. Notion in- the World as Fortune, tl] Humane- 
Nature was actually formed? It was Man that firſt 
made Fortune, and not Fortune' that produced: 
Man. For ſceing that Fortune in its proper ac-. 


— 
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II 


in a ſubje& capable of Knowledge; if you rake a- 
way Mankind, ſach a Notion hath no Exiſtence, 
neither * with relation to Inanimate Bodies that 
can be conſcious of nothing, nor to an Omnilcient 
God, that can be ignorant of nothing : and fo 
likewiſe the adequate Meaning of Chance ( 73 Aur 
wetrs) ( as it is diſtinguiſhed from Fortune, in that 
the latter is underſtood to befall only Rational A- 
gents, but Chance to be among Inanimate Bodies ) 
1s really a bare Negation, that ſignifies no more 
than this, That any Effet among ſuch Bodies a- 
ſcribed to Chance, is verily produced by Phyſical 
Agents, according to the eſtabliſhed Laws of Mo- 
tion, but without their Conſciouſneſs of concurring 
to the Production, and without their Intention of 
ſuch an Effect. So that Chance in its true ſenſe is 
all one with Natnre: and both words arc uſed pro- 
miſcnouſly by fome ancient Writers to W-: 
expreſs the ſame thing. * And we muſt 7,007 


Chance : for it is merely a notional and 


imaginary thing ; an abſtra&t Univerſal, which is 


properly NOTNg: a Conception of our own ma- 
king, occaſion'd by our reffefting upon the ſettled 


Contfe of things ; denoting only thus much, Thar 


all thoſe Bodics move and act according to their 
RE. B 2 ellen- 


Plato X. de Legibus. 
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Tity and Determination of 'ithe Motion, that was 
impreſſed by. the: Painter's hand 'upon the Spunge, 
compounded with' the ſpecifick Gravity of , the. 
Spunge, and the refiſtence of the Air ; the Spunge- 
did mechanically and unavoidably move in that 
particular line of Motion, and ſo necellarily hit up- 
on that part of the Picture; and all the paint, that 
it left there, was as certainly placed by true natural. 
Cauſes, as any one ſtroke of the Pencil in the whole 
Piece. So that this ſtrange effe& of the Spunge 
was fortuitous only: with reſpe&t'to the Painter, fce- 
ing he did not defign nor foreſee fuch an cfte&t; 
but init ſelf and as to. its real Cauſes it was neceſfa- 
ry and natural. In a word, the true notion of 
Fortune (3 4) denoteth no more, thanthe Ty- 
norance of. fuch. an Event in ſonie knowing Agent 
concerned about it. So that it owes its very Be. 
ing to Human Underſtanding, and wichour rela- 
tion to that is. really Nothing. How abſurd then. 
and” ridiculous is the Atheiſt, that would make this 
Fortune the Cauſe of the Formation of Mankind ; 
whereas manifeſtly there could be no ſuch Fhing- 
or Notion in the World as Fortune, till Humane- 
Nature was actually formed ?* It was Man that firſt- 
made Fortune, and not Fortune that produced- 
Man. For fecing that Fortune in its proper ac-. 
cepration ſuppoleth. the Ignorance of ſomething, . 
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in a ſubje& capable of Knowledge; if you rake a- 
way Mankind, ſach a Notion hath no Exiſtence, 
neither * with relation to Inanimate Bodies that 
can be' conſcious of nothing, nor to an Omniſcient 
God, that can be ignorant of nothing : and fo 
likewiſe the adequate Meaning of Chance ( 73*Avure- 
wers) (as it is diſtinguiſhed from Fortune; in that 
the latter is underſtood to befall only Rational A- 


gents, but Chance to be among Inanimate Bodies ) 


15 really a bare Negation, that ſignifies no more 
than this, That any Effect among ſuch Bodies a- 
ſcribed to Chance, is verily produced by Phyſical 
Agents, according to the eſtabliſhed Laws of Mo- 
tion, but without their Conſciouſneſs of concurring 


to the Produdtion, and withont their Intention of 


ſuch an Effet. So that Chance in its true ſenſe is 
all one with Natare: and both words are uſed pro- 
miſcuouſly by ſome ancient Writers to : 


expreſs the ſame thing. * And we muſt ns X. de Legibus. 
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Chance : for it is merely a notional and 


imaginary thing ; an abſtra&t Univerſal, which is_ 


properly Bowes | Conception of our own ma- 
king, occafion'd by our reffeting upon the ſettled 
Contſe of things ; denoting only thus much, Thar 
all thoſe Bodies move and act according to their 
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ſera properties and qualities without any Cot 
ſciouſnels or intention of fo doing. So that in this. 
genuine acceptation of Chance, here is nothing ſup- 
poſed, that can ſuperſede the known Laws of Na- 
tural Motion: and thus to attribute the Formation of, 
j Mankind to Chance, is all one with the former Athe-. 
if iſtical Aſertion, that aſcribes it to: Nature or Mecha- 
niſm : and conſequently ir hath received a prolix. 
and ſufficient Refuration in my preceding Difcourſe.. 
(3) Bur thirdly, tis likely that our Atheiſt may 
willingly renounce the Do&trine of Chance as a. 
thing differing from Nature, and may allow ir to, 
be the ſame thing, and that too; no. real and 
ſubſtantial Agent, but only. an abſtract  intelle- 
| &ual Notion :_ but. ſtill he hath another E xpedient. 
in. reſerve, which is a middle and (afe way: between, 
the former rigorous Mechaniſm. and. the extrava- 
gancies of Fortuitous Motion :. viz. That at the. 
Beginning all things ('tis.true ) proceeded neceſla- 
rily and fatally according to the Mechanical pow- 
ers and affections of- Matter : but nevertheleſs the. 
| ; . ſeveral Kinds. of Animals were not formed at the: 
; firſt trial and effort. without one error or .miſcarri-: 
age; (as ſtrict Mechaniſm would ſuppoſe.;:) bur. 

there Was an immenſe Variety,'of: Ferments and 

ina wn Tumors. and Excreſcences of the Soil, pregnant. 
Expol, ” and, big with Fetus's of all imagipable ſhapes and. 
rU-. 
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{tructures of Body : Millions of which were utter- 
ly uncapable of Life and Motion, being the Molz, 
as it were, and the Abortions of Mother Earth: 
and many of thoſe that had Life and Powers to 
preſerve their own Individuals, yet wanted the due 
means of Propagation, and therefore could not 
tranſmit their Species to the following Ages : and 
that thoſe few only, that we now find in Being, 
did happen ( for he cannot expreſs it but by the 
Characters of a Chance ) to have all-the parts ne- 
cellary not only for their. own Lives, but for the 
Continuation of their Kinds. This is the favourite 
Opinion, among the Atheiſts, and the moſt plau- 
{ible of all; by which they. think they may elude 
chat moſt formidable Argument for the Being, of 
God, from the. admirable contrivance of Organi- 
cal Bodies and the exquiſite fitnefs of their ſeveral 
Parts for thoſe Ends and Ules. they are . put to, 
and ſeem to have been | deſigned for.. For, ſay 
they, ſeeing. that thoſe. innumerable Inſtances of 
Blunder and Deformity were quickly removed out. 
of Kngwledge and Being; it is plain that no, Ani- 
mals ought now to be found, but ſuch as have due 
Organs neceſlary. for their own nouriſhment and. 
increaſe of their Kinds : ſo that. this boaſted, Ule- 
fulneſs of Parts, which makes Men attribute their. 
Cngigazon to an jeeeligens, ang) We, Es M8: 
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ally no argument at all: becauſe ir follows alſo 
from the Atheiit's Aſſertion. For ſeeing that ſome 
Animals are actually preſerved in Being till now, 
they muſt needs all of them have thole parts that 
are of Uſe and Neceflity: but That at firſt was 
only a lucky Hit without Skill or Deſign, and ever 
ſince is a neceſfary condition of their Continuati- 
on. And ſo for inſtance, when they are urged 


- with the admirable Frame and Structure of the Eye ; 


which conſiſts of ſo great a Variety of Parts, all ex- 
cellently adapted to the Uſes of Viſion; that ( to 
omit Mathematical Confiderations' more 'proper 
for Opticks ) hath its many Coats and Humours 
tranſparent and colourleſs, leſt it ſhould tinge-and 
ſophiſticate the Light thar ic lers in, by a natural 
Jaundice ; that hath its Pupil ſo conſtituted, as to 
admit of Contraction and Dilatation according to 
the differing degrees of Lighe, and the Exigencies 
of ſeeing, that hath Eye-lids fo commodiouſly pla- 
ced, to cleanſe the Ball from' Duſt, to ſhed necel- 
ſary moiſture upon it throngh numerous Glandules, 
and to be drawn over it like a Curtain for the 
convenience of fleep; that hath a thouſand more 


Beauties in its figure and texture never ftudied nor 


admired enough : they will briskly reply, that 
they willingly concede all that can be ſaid in the 
commendation of fo'noble a member ; yet not- 
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withſtanding they cannot admit for good reaſon- 


ing, He that formed the Eye, ſhall not he ſee? for eial. 949. 


it was blind Nature alone or Matter mechanically 
moved without conſciouſneſs or direftion, that 


made this curious Organ of Vifion. For the ſhort 
of the matter is this: This elegant ſtructure of the 
Eye is no more than is neceflary to Seeing ; and 
this noble faculty of Seeing is no more than is ne- 


ceſſary to Life; and conſequently is included in the 
very ſuppoſitions of any Animals living and conti- 
nuing till now; though thoſe be but the very few 


that at the beginning had the good fortune to- have: 
Eyes, among- many millions of Monſters that were. 
defticute of them, {ime vultu caca reperta, and there- zurer- 
fore did farally periſh ſoon after their Birth: And © * 
thus when we infiſt on other like Arguments of Di- 
vine Wiſdom in the frame of Animate Bodies ; as 


the artificial Poſition of many Myriads of Valves; 
all fo ſtruate as to give a free paſſage to the Blood 


and other Humours in their due Chanels and Cour-- 
ſes, bnt not permit them to regurgitate and difturb- 
the great Circulation and Oeconomy of Life ; asthe- 
Spiral, and not Annulary, Fibres of. the Inteſtines- 


for the better Exerciſe of their- Functions; as the 


provident furniſhing of Temporary parts for- the- 
Fetus during the time of geſtation, which are after-. 
wards Jaid afide ;_ as_the ſtrange fagacity of lirrle- 
"I RY ROE yh Ie ee Iaſedts- 
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Inſects of chooſing of fir Places for the Excluſion 


of their Eggs, andfor the proviſion oof proper food, 
when the young ones are hatcht and need it;, as 

the ardent 2y) or natural Aﬀection in thoſe Ani- 
mals, whoſe off-ſpring cannot at firſt procure their 
own ſuſtenance, but muſt infallibly periſh, if nor 
fed by the Parents ; as the untaught _ Inſtincts and 
Impreſles upon every ſpecies, directing them with- 
out imitation or deliberation to the. ready, know- 
ledge of proper food, to one and the beſt way of 
their preſervation and defence, and to the never- 
failing propagation of their own kind : what-ever 
Conſiderations of this nature you propole to this A- 
theiſt, as indeed ſuch Inſtances are innumerable, all 
evidently ſetting forth the Almighty's Wiſdom and: 
Goodneſs to ſuchas are able to judge and will judge. 
indifferently and impartially ; he hath this one ſub-. 
terfugefrom them all, That theſe things are miſtaken 
for tokens of Skill and Contrivance, though they: be 
bur neceſſary Conſequences of the preſent Exiſtenee 
of thoſe Creatures. For he that {uppoſeth any A- 
nimals to ſubſiſt, doth by that very ſuppoſition al- 
low them every Member and Faculty.that are ne- 
ceſlary to ſubſiſtence ; ſuch as are thoſe we have 
juit now enumerated. And therefore, unleſs we 
can-prove a- priori and independent of this Uſctul- 


neſs, now that Things are once ſuppoſed:-to have 


exiſted 
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exiſted and propagated ; That among almoſt infi- 
' nice Trials and Eflays at the beginning of things, 
among millions of monſtrous Shapes and imper- 
fe Formations, a few ſuch Animals, as now ex- 
iſt, could not poſſibly be produced; theſe After-Con- 
ſiderations are of very little moment : becauſe if 
ſuch Animals could in that way poſſibly be formed, 
as might live and move and propagate their Beings ; 
all this admired and applauded Uſefulneſs of their 
ſeveral Fabricks is but a neceſſary condition and 

conſequence of their Exiſtence and Propagation. 
This is the laſt pretence and ſophiſtry of the A- 
theifts againſt the Propoſition in my Text, That 
we. received our Life and Being from a Divine 
Wiſdom 'and Power. And as they cannot juſtly 
accuſe me of any ways concealing or balking their 
grand Objection : ſo I believe thele following Con- 
ſiderations will give them no reaſon to boaſt, 
Thar it cannot receive a juſt and fatisfaftory An- 
ſwer. 7 Eos 
(1) Firſt therefore, we affirm, that we can prove 
and have done it already by arguments 4 prior! 
( which is the challenge of the, Atheiſts ) that theſe 
Animals, that now exiſt, could not pofibly have been 
formed at firſt by millions' of trials. For ſeeing 
that they allow by their very Hypotheſis ( and with- 
out ſtanding to that Courteſie we have proved it 
C before ) 
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before ) that there can be no caſual or ſpontaneous 
Motion of the Particles of Matter ;. it will follow 
thac every ſingle Monſter among ſo many ſuppaled 
Milt aque Myr iads mu have begn. mechanically and necel- 
tum tellus $2 k 
ctiam Per. larily formed according to the known Laws. of Mo. 


Fentda Orea- 


«, 6. tion, andthe temperament and quality of che Marcer 


| Twert'5. that it was made of, Which is lufficient to evinge,. 


——, - «© * 


med. For to denominate them eyen Monſters; they 
muſt have had ſome rude king of Orgavical Bodies; 
fome Ftanina of Life, though, never {o. clumly ; 
ſome Syſtem of Parts compounded, of Solids and 
Ligpids, that exeguted ( though but bunglingly?) 
their peculiar Motions and FynGigons. But we. 
have lately ſhewn it impoſſible for Nature unaſblh 
ed to _conſtifute ſuch Bodies,, whoſe RruRure: is 4+ 
gainlt the Law: of Specitick Gravity, Sahat, ſhe 
ceuld. not make the leaft, endeavour towards. the 
producing of a Monſter ; or. of any. thing thae. 
hath more Vital and Organical Parts, than we find 
in. a, Rock of. Marble or a Fountain of: Water.. 
And agaizy, though we ſhould not. contend with 
Cn ho Monſters and, Abaxtions ;. yer ſees. 
ing that they ſuppoſe. even: the perfeQ; Animals, 
that are ſtill in. being, to have. been- formed me- 
chanically- among. the reſt; and. only. add. ſome. 


millions, of Monſters, to., the reckoning ; ey 356 
C- 
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liable to all the Difficulties in the former Explicati- 
on, and areexpreſly refuted chrough the whole pre- 
ceding Sermon : where it is abundantly ſhown, that 
4 Spontaneous Production is againſt the Catholick 
Laws of Motion, and againſt Matter of Fact ; a 
thing without Example, not only in Man and the 
nobler Animals but in the Smalleſt of Inſe&ts and 
the Vileſt of Weeds: though the Fertility of the 
Earth cannot be faid to have been impaired ſince 
the beginning of the World. 

(2) Secondly, We may obſerve that this Eva- 
fion of the Atheiſt is fitted only to clude ſuch Ar- 
Suments of Divine Wiſdotn, as are taken from 
things Neceſſary to the conſervation of the Ani- 
mal, as the. Faculties of Sight and Motion and 
Nutrition, and the like ; becauſe ſuch Uſefulneſs 
is indeed included in a. general Suppoſition of the 
Exiſtence of that Animal: bur it miſerably fails 
him againſt other Reaſons from ſuch Members and 
Powers of the Body, as are not necelſary abſolute- 
ly to Living and- Propagating, but only much 
conduce. to our better Subſiſtence and happier Con- 
dicion. So the moſt obvious Contemplation of 
the frame of our Bodies; as that we all have dou- 


ble Senſories, rwo Eyes, two Ears,. two Notrils; 


i9 LARES BS? 55 Wis < [og 4 WL! 3215 ageyt 
is art effectual Confutation of this Atheiſtical- So- 


| philm. For a double Organ of rthele Senſes is not 
Gf at 
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ar all comprehended in the Notion of bare Ex- 
iſtence: one of them being ſufficient to have pre- 
ſerved Life, and kept up the Species ; as common 
Experience is a witnels. Nay. even the very Nails 
of our Fingers are an infallible Token of Deſign 
and Contrivance : for they are uſefull and conve- 
nient to give ſtrength and firmneſs to thoſe Parts 
in the various Functions they are put to; and to 
defend the numerous Nerves and Tendons that are 
under them, which have a moſt exquiſice ſenſe of 
Pain, and without that native Armour would con- 
tinually be expoſed to it: and yet who will ſay, 
that Nails are abſolutely neceſſary co Humane Life, 
and are concluded in the Suppoſition of ſimple Ex- 
iſtence? It is manifeſt therefore, that there was a 
Contrivance and Foreſight of the Uſefulneſs of Nails 
antecedent to their Formation. For the old ſtale 
Zacr4.lib. Pretence of the Arheiſts, That things were firſt 
+ Ni made fortuitouſly, and afterwards their Uſefulneſs 


quoniam 


nam ef 125 obſerved or diſcover'd, can have no place here, 


in corpore, 


« «pe unleſs Nails were either abſolutely requiſite to the 


quduarum Exiſtence of Mankind, or were found only in ſome 
Fr9/m, Individuals or ſome Nations of men ; and ſo might 
be aſcribed to Neceſſity upon one account, or to 
Fortune upon the other. But from the Acheiſt's 
ſuppoſirion, That among the infinite Diverſity of 
the firſt terreſtrial Produftions, there were Animals 


x _ of 
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of all imaginable ſhapes and ftruftures of Body, 
all of which ſurvived and multiplied, that by rea- 
ſon of their Make and Fabrick could poflibly do ſo; 
it neceſlarily follows, that we ſhould now have ſome 
Nations without Nails upon their Fingers ; others 
with one Eye only, as the Poets deſcribe the Cy- 
clopes in Sicily, and the Arimaſpt in Scythia; others 
with one Ear, or one Noftril, or indeed without 
any Organ of Smelling, becauſe that Senſe is not 
neceſlary to Man's ſubſiſtence; others deſtitute of 
the uſe of Language, ſeeing that Mutes alſo may 
live : one People would have the Feet of Goats, as 
the feigned Satyrs and Paniſci, another would re- 
ſemble the Head of Jupiter Ammon, or the horned 
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other monſtrous Nations would be no longer Fa- 
bles, but real inſtances in Nature : and, ina word, 
all the ridiculous and extravagant ſhapes that can 
be imagin'd, all the fancies and whimſies of Poets 
and Painters and Egyptian Idolaters, if ſo be they 
are conſiſtent with Life and Propagation, would 
be now actually in Being, if our Atheiſt's Notion 
were true: which therefore may deſervedly paſs for 
a mere Dream and an Error: till they pleaſe to 
make new Diſcoveries in Terra Incognita, and brin 
along with them ſome Savages of all theſe fabulous 
and monſtruous Configurations. 
NT” en pe" (3) Bur 
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A Confuration of Atheifm * 


n 73) Bat thirdly, that we may proceed yet fur- 


ther with the Atheiſt, and convince him, that nor 
only his Prineiple is abſurd, but his Conſequences 
alfo as abſurdly deduced from it: we will allow 


him an uncertain extravagant Chance againſt the 


"natural Laws of Motion : thongh not forgetting 


that that notion hath been refuted before, and there- 
fore this Conceſſion is wholly ex abundanti. I ſay 
then, though there were really ſuch a thing as 
this Chance or Fortune; yet notwithſtanding it is 
down-right madneſs to aſcribe the Formation of 
Humane Bodies to a caſt of this Chance. For let us 
conſider the very Bodies themſelves. Here, are 
confeſſedly all the marks and. characters of Deſign 
in their ſtru&ture, that can be required, though one 
ſuppoſe a Divine Author. had made them: here is 
nothing in the Work. it ſelf, unworthy. of ſo grear 
a Maſter : here are no intrinſecal Arguments from 
the. Subje& againſt the. truth of. that Suppoltion. 
Have we then any capacity tojudge and diſtinguiſh, 
what is by Chance, and what by Art. and Wil. 
dom? Can we be ſure, when a Medal is dug out 
of the ground, with ſome. Roman Emperor's Image 
upon. it, and an Inſcription. that agrees to his Ti- 
tes and. Hiſtory, and an Impreſe upon the Reverſe 
relating to ſome memorable occurrence in his life ; 
can. we be ſure that this Medal was really coined 


by 
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by an Artificer, or is but a Product of the Soil 
from whence it was taken, that might caſually or 
naturally receive that texture and figure: as many 


kinds of Follils are very odly. and elegancly ſhaped. 
according, to the modification of their conſtituent 
Salts, or the cavities they were formed. in? Is it a. 


matter: of doubt and controverhie, whether the Pil- 


lar of 'Trojan or Antonius, the Ruins of Perſepohs,, 
er the late Temple of Minerva were the Deſigns and: 
Works of Architeture; or perhaps might original 
ly exift: ſo, or be raiſed: up in an. Earthquake by 
lubterranequs. Vapour ? Do we not all think our: 


felves infallibly certain, that this or that-very com- 


modious Houſe muſt needs have been buile by: 
Humane Art; though perhapsa natural Caveina 
Rock may have: ſomething not much unlike to- 
Paxloxs-or Chambers? And yet he mult be a. mere 
Idiot, that canner diſcern move Strokes and Cha-. 
xracters.of Workmanſhip- wr-the Seructure: of:am A-- 
nimal- ( in an Hemane Body eſpecially ) thanin- | 
the molt elegant. Medal or Adifice- in- the World: 
They. will believe: the: firft: Parents 04 Mankind co- 
have been. fortaitoully formed without: Wikdom: or 
Arte:- and that; for: this: folid reaſon, becaule : it: is- 
not ſimply. iwipeſible, but that they: may have! been: 
formed ſo. Andwho can: demonſtrate ( if Chance: 


boange adraicted: of). bus: thar paſibly all the-Inſcrip- 


tions - 
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tions and other remains of Antiquity may be mere 
Luſus Nature, and not Works of Humane Arrtifice. 
If this be good reaſoning, let us no longer make 
any pretences to Judgment or a faculty of diſcern- 
ing between things Probable and Improbable : for, 
except flat contradictions we may upon equal rea- 
ſons believe all things or nothing at all. And do 
the Atheiſts thus argue in common Matters 'of 
Life? Would they have Mankind lie idle, and lay 
aſide all care of Proviſions by Agriculture or Com-. 
merce ; becaule poſlibly the Diſſoſuti- 


22ſs fidem res Fofiten, & ON of the World may happen the next 


graviter terrarum mutibus 


&bin Onnis conquaſſeri is Moment? Had Dimocrates really carved 
gary: ongay one: Mount Athos, into a Statue of Alexan- 


der the Great, and had the memory of the fa&t been 
obliterated by ſome accident ; who could after- 
wards have proved it impoſſible, but that ic mighe 
caſually have been formed fo; for every Mountain 
muſt have ſome determinate figure, and why then 
not a Humane one, as poſlibly as another ? And 
yet I ſuppoſe none could have ſeriouly believed fo, 
upon this bare account of Poſſibility. *Tis an opi- 
nion, that generally obtains among Philoſophers, 
That there is bur one Common Matter, which is 
diverſified by Accidents, and the ſame numerical 
quantity of it by variations of Texture-may con- 
ſtitute ſucceſſively all kinds of Bodies in the World. 

| SO 
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So So chard it 1s not abſolutely impoſſible ; bur thar, if 
you take any other Macter of equal weight and-ſub- 
ſtance with; the. Body,of a Man, you-may blend ic 
lo long, till.ic be ſhuffled -into Humane ſhape and 
an Organical ſtructure. Bur who is he ſo aban- 
don to, ſotriſh credulity, as to think, upon that 
Principle, That..a ,clod of Earth in a Sack may 
ever by ternal ſhaking receive the Fabrick of Man's 
Body? And yet this is very near a-kin, nay it is ex- 
atly parallel to, the reaſoning of Atheiſts. abou  for- 
tuitous Production. If mere. Poſlibilicy be a good: 


foundation. for Belief; even Lutian's True Hiſtory Palzph. 


TIse; 
may be true upon. that account, and Palephatus's my ; De In 
credibili- 


Tales; may.be credible | in ſpite of the Title. Han 

Ic hath been excellently well urged in this caſe 
both by Ancients and .Moderns, that to: attribute 
ſuch admirable, Structures to. blind : Fortune | or 
Chance, is no leſs abſurd than to ſuppoſe, That 
if innumerable figures of ;the XXIV Letters be caſt 
abroad. at random. they might - conſtitute in due 


order the whole Aneis' of Yirgil. or the Annales of Cicero «c 


Natura 


Ennius, Now the Atheiſts may pretend to elude porvake 


this Compariſon ; as if the caſe was not fairly ſta-37;_ 
ed.  / For herein; we firſt. make an Idea of a parti. 
cular:Poem; and then demand, it Chance can pol- 
fi ibly deſcribe That: and ſo we conceive Man's Bo- 


ay thus actually formed, and then athrm that ic 
D | exceeds 
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ART" the power of Chance to borſtitite's a Being 
like That : which, they may ſay,” isto expect Imi- 
tation from Ghines, and not fitple' Produftion. 
But at the firſt Beginning 'of- things there was no 
Copy to be followed, nor any pre-exiſtent. Form 
of Humane Bodies tobe imitated.” 'So thar to' put 
the caſe fairly, 'we ſhould ſtrip! our 'trrinds: and fan- 
cies fform any particular Notion and fdeaof a Li- 
ving' Body or a Poem : and then we ſhall under- 
ftand 'thar what Shape-and Sern@are ſoever ſhould, 
beackirſt caſually formed, {o that it'evuld live ahd 
| For agate, ' might be Mans atrd whatſoever ſhould 
fule froth the Foo of thoſe Todfe Letters, that 
' made any Senfe and Meaſures,  mighrbe the Poem 
we ſeek for. | Tg 1930” Dight 
To which 'we reply;' That if we-Thobld allow 
Hem! that there was no pricexiſtertt” Tdea of Hi 
mane Nature, till it was 'aQuually' formed, {for 
te Thea of Man tn the Divine Intelle ret hor 
now ' be confider'd ) Ks ' bectuſe they" declare; that 
{fn 'grear'% itudes ofeath: Species of 'A- 
Let, 5. Hive bi girgw Sitials did fortnitouſly emerge out of 


Joci regio opportuna dabatur, 


ue AY + ++ Tthe*Svil in diſtane" COON ahdCli- 
avit, Mul:s fibdis multis Ua- triares ; "whit conld 'that” be leſs than T 
eration een; [1-11 "pation "rl Blind" Chance!" 46" Iriake 
many Individuals '6f ri Species To exatly alike + 
Nay though they Thowld now, tb croſs us and e- 


vade 
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vade the force of +the Argument, deſert their anci- 
ent Dodtrine, -and: derive all ſorts of Animals from 
{gle Originals:of each kind; -which ſhould be the 
common' Parents of all the Race: yer ſurely even 
in chis account'they-muſt necellarily. conſticure Two 
at leaſt} /Male and Female, in every Species ; which 
Gharies: could neither 'make: fo very- nearly alike, 
without ''Copying'/ang/Imitation; nor fo uſetully 
differing, withoue''Contrivance' and Wiſdom. So 
that ler them take whether -they will: If they de- 
duce all Animals from fingle pairs of a ſort; even 
to make: the Second: of i:a\Pair;is to. write after a 
Copy; it is; in: the former: compariſon, by the 
caſting of looſe Letters ro'compoſle the” pre-exiſtent 
particular Poem of Emius: But if they make nu- 
mierous'Sons and Daughters of Earth among/every 
Species" of Creatures,as/all their Aithors have fag 
poſed ; this'is nor' only;''as 'was faid before,” to'be- 
lieve.a Monky may” once ſcribble the Leviathan of 
Hobbes but |-may:do' che fame: frequently: by an 
Habicuak: kind! of Chance; everi Ou —n lumber 
of-all che Impreffipn;/ 111 | 

| Let (us confider,, how! next to Jeng ble | it is, 
Fs Chance! (if. there were ſuck-a thing): ſhould 
in ſuch an! iments Variety of Tarts in in! Animal 
ewice-hit'upori' 


D 2 ſtance 


the fame StruRure, (0 as make a 
os Aorng Female.” / Ler'tis- efnie the former in-* 
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; ſtance of: the! KXIV- Letters thrown at:random up. 
on the ground. . *Tis a Mathematical; Demonſtra- 
tion, That theſe! [XXIV.| do:admit of -{0* many 
Tuquerri Changes in-their order, may make:ſuch-a;long:ro}l 
Arithmet. : ; | . 
cap d: Pro-. Of, differently. ranged; Alphabets;--not:two: of which 
67497 are alike; that they. could nor. all be { exhauſted, 
though a Million, millions:of . Wricers {hould each 
write: above-.a thouſand/ Alphabets -a-day -for the 
ſpace of. a; Million millions of years. What ftrength 
of, Imagination can; extend it (elf :to;embrace and 
comprehend ſuch. a; prodigious Diverſity * And. ir 
is-asinfallibly..certain,. "that i{uppoſe-any1 particular 
order of. the Alphaber:torbe aſhgned, and the XXIV 
Letters to-be caſt at- a: venture; ſo as. to--fall in. a 
Line ;, it. is ſo many/Million-, of, millions -odds. to 
ene.againſt any-fingle throw, that the aſhgned Or- 
der: will \not, be /caſt,;!: Let: us, NOW ;: luppoſe; -there 
be only athouſand confſtituent-Members-in the-Bo; 
dy.of a Man, (: that we may.take few; enough. )- ieis 
IS that; -the different Poſtrion; ;and-Situationiaf 
heſe, chouſand. Parts, -would qmiakeoſonmany-diffet 
ring Compounds and diſtinct ;Spegies: of Anitnals, 
And if only XXIV. Parts,:/as before,, may:be fo. 
mulcifariouſly; placed, and, order'&,jas tozmake ma- 
ny. Millions; of; ,Millionsi-of / diflering;; Rows: in - 
the | ſuppoſition of; a;;thouſand -parts,::/how--ims - 
| meale. muſt that. capacity- of yariation be:?, even. 
NE RTCSY eo beyond. 
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beyond all thought and denomination, to be ex- 


prefled only - in mute Figures, whoſe multiplied 


Powers are beyond+ the narrowneſs of Language, 
and- drown the (Imagination in aſtoniſhment and 
confuſton.” Eſpecially if we obſerve, 'that' the Va- 
riety of the Alphabet conlider'd above, was irs 
mere: Longitude: only : but -the Thoufand parts of 
our Bodies /may: be diverſtfhed by Situation in all 
the [Dimenſions of Solid Bodies :- which mulciplies 
all over and oyer again, and overwhelms che fan- 
cy in anew Abyſs of unfathomable Number. Now 
 1s:demonſratively certain, that it is all this odds to 
one, againſt any particular trial, "That go one man 
could by caſual production be framed1ike another; 
(as the Atheiſts! ſuppole thouſands to be in ſeveral 
regions of the Earth +) and I think 'cis rather: more 
odds than leſs, that: no 'one Female could be ad- 
ded:/to a Male; -in/as much as that moſt neceſlary 
Difference! of Sex is a higher token of. Divine: Wit: 


dont:and-Skill, above All the power of Fortuitous - 
Hics;-than the very 'Similitude of: both Sexes in the 


| other parts of the Body. And: again we muſt con- 
ſider, that.the vaſt -jimparity of. this Odds againſt 
the accidental likeneſs of. ' two . Caſaal:' Formati- 
ons;-is -niever /lefſet'd- and diminiſh'd by: Trying 
and: Caſting..'*Tis- above a Hundred to one -a« 
ef. > LG er againſt. 


ee ee ll, a EL CLCEIEER JE a—__ 
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gainſt any particular throw, Thar you do not caſt 
any given Sert of Faces with four Cubical Dice: 
becauſe there are ſo many ſeveral' Combinations of 
the ſix Faces of four Dice. Now after you have 
calt all the trials but one: *cis ſtill as much odds: ar 
the laſt remaining time, as it was at the farſt. For 
blind infenſible Chance cannot grow''cunning by 
many experiments ; neither have 'the- preceding 
Caſts any influence upon thoſe char come after. 
So that if this Chance of the Atheiits ſhould have 
eſffayed' in vain ro make a Species for a Million 
millions'of Apes, 'tis ſtill” as many millions odds 
againſt that Formation, 'as it was at the firft mo. 
ment in the beginning of Things. How incredi. 
ble is it therefore; that ' ic ſhould | hir. npon two 
Luc. 5.7- Produttions alike, within ſo ſhort duration of the 
2iner, hater World, according to the Doctrine of our Atheiſts? 
Sumas, re. NOW Much more, that it ſhould do. ſo- within the 
1/75” compals of a hundred: years, and- of a+ {mall tract 


=, of Ground ; fo thar this Male and Female might 
«xw4is come together ? If any Atheiſt can be induced'to 
ſake his Soul for a wager, againſt ſuch an inexhau- 
ftible di on ; let him never hereafter accuſe 


others of Eafineſs and Creduliry. | [000961 y bil 
(4) Bur fourthly, We will-ftll *make +more 
ample Conceion, and ſappoe with the" All 

a that 
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thar his Chance has actually formed all Animals in 
their terreſtrial Wombs. Let us ſee now, how he 
will preſerve them to Maturity of Birth. Whar 
Climate will he cheriſh them in, that they be not 
inevitably deſtroyed by Moiſture or Cold ? Where 
1s. that xquability of Nine Months warmth to be 


—— —— 


found? thatuniform warmth, which is ſo neceſſa- cy/#pin 


ry even in the incubation of. Birds, much more in 
the time of geſtation of Viviparous Animals. L 
know, his Party have placed this great Scene in E. 
2ypt, or ſomewhere beeween the two Trop! 
not to mention the- Cool of the Nights, which a- 


lone would deſtroy the Conceptions; 'tis known that 


all thoſe Countries have either inceflant Rains eve- 
ry year. for whole Months together, -orare quite laid 
under water by. Flouds from the higher Grounds ; 
which would certainly corrupt and putrefy-all the 
teeming Wombs of the Earth, and extinguiſh the 
whole brood of Embryons by untimely Abortions. 


(5) Buc fifthly, We will ſtill be more obliging 


to this: Arheiſt, and grant him his petition, "That 
Nature may bring forth the young. Infants vitally: 
into the World. Let us fee now what Suſtenanee,, 
what Nurſes. he hath. provided for them. If we 
conſider the prefer -Conſticution. of Nature ; we 
muſt affirm, rhat moſt Specics \muſt have _ 
OT nl OO ly We, Won HRRIr Es * 


cks. Now 
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loſt for want of foſtering and feeding. "Tis a great 
miſtake that, that Man only comes weak and help. 
leſs into the World : whereas 'tis apparent, that ex- 
cepting Fiſh and Inſe&ts ( and not all of them nei- 
ther) there are very few or no Creatures, that can 
provide for themſelves at, firſt withour the aſſiſtance 
of Parents. | So that unleſs they ſuppoſe Mother 
Earth to be a great Animal, and. to have nurtured 
up her young Off-ſpring wah a-conſcious Tender- 
nels and providential Care ; there is no poſhble hel 
for it, but they muſt have been wat ſtarved both 
wich hunger and cold. 

(6) Bur fixthly, We will be yet more civil to 
this Atheiſt, and forgive him this Difhiculry alſo. 
Let us ſuppoſe the firſt Animals maintain'd them- 
ſelves with food, though we cannot cell how. © Buc 
then what ſecurity hath he made for the Preſerya- 
tion of Humane Race from the Jaws of ravenous 
Beaſts > The Divine Writers have acquainted | us, 

| that God ar the beginning gave Mankind Dominion 

( an impreſſed awe and authority.)' over every living 

Gen. 1.28- thing that moveth upon the Earth. But'inthe Atheiſts 
Eilypothefis there are no imaginable 'means of De- 

fence. For: 'tis manifeſt, 'that ſo many, Beaſts: of 

Prey, Lions, Tigres, Wolves and. the like, being 

of the ſame age V with Man, and arriving at the top 

of 


—— 
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of their ſtrength in one year or two, muſt needs in 
have worried and deyoured thoſe forlorn Brats of by 
our Atheiſts, even before they were wean'd from is 
the Foramina Terre : or at leaſt in a ſhort tinie af. Zuove. 5. 
ter, ſeeing thar all the Carnivorous Animals would | 
have multiplied exceedingly by ſeveral Generati- j 
ons; before: thoſe Children char eſcaped ar firſt, 
could come to the Age of Puberty. So that Men 
would always leffen, and their Enemies always en- 
crealc- | | 

-But ſome of them will here pretend, that Epicu- 
rus was out in this matter; and that they were not 
born mere Infants out of thoſe Wombs of the Earth, 
but Men at cheir full growth, and in the prime of 
their ſtrength. Burt I pray what ſhould hinder thoſe 
grown. luſty Infants, - from breaking ſooner thoſe 
Membranes that involved them; as the Shell of the ' 
Egg is broken by the Bird, and the Amnios by the 
Fetus? Were the Membranes ſo thick and tough, 
thac the Fetus mult ftay there, cill he had teeth to 
eat through them, as young Maggots do through 
a. Gall? But let us anſwer theſe Fools according to 
their Folly. Let us grant, thatthey were born with 
Beards, and in the full time of Manhood. They 
are not yet in any better condition : here are ſtill 
many Encmies againſt few, many Spectes _ 
| nc; 
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thole Noble Faculcies of our Souls may be only: a 


One; and thoſe Enemies ſpeedily mulciplying in the 
ſecond and third and much lower generations; where- 


as the Sons of. the Firſt Men | muſt have. a tedious 


time of Childhood and Adoleſcence, before they 
can either themſelves afliſt their Parents, or encou- 


rage them with new hopes of Poſterity. And we 


muſt conſider withall, that  (inthe.notion of Athe- 


iſm) thoſe. Savages were .not'then, what civilized 
Mankind is now ; but Mutum & turpe pecus, with- 


out Language, without mutual Society, without 


Arms of Offence, - without Houſes or Fortifications ; 
an obvious. and expoſed Prey to. the ravage of de- 


vouring Beaſts; a moſt ſorry and miſerable Plan 


tation towards the. Peopling of a World. 


And now . that I' have followed 'the Atheiſts 
through ſo many dark mazes of Error and Extra- 


vagance : having to my knowledge omitted nothing 
' on. their fide, that looks like' a Difficulty ; nor 
propoſed any thing in Reply, .but what'I -my ſelf 
really believe to be a juſt and ſolid Anſwer: I ſhall 


here cloſe up the Apoſtle's Argument of the. Bxj- 


Nence of God from the conſideration of Himane 


Nature. And I appeal to all ſober and imparts 
al Judges of what hath been deliver'd ; Whether 


mecre 
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mere Sound and Echo from the claſhing of ſenſleſs | 
Atoms, or rather indubitably muſt proceed from a k 
Spiritual Subſtance of a Heavenly and Divine Ex- y 
tration: whether theſe admirable Fabricks of our 

Bodies ſhall be aſcribed to the fatal Motions or for- 

ruitous Shufflings of blind Matter, or rather be- 

yond controverſy to the Wiſdom and Contrivance 

of the Almighty Author of all things, ho is won- 16. 28. 29: 
derfull in Counſel, and Excellent in Working. To 

whom, Cxc. ” 


